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sisted on it; and Mr. Spalding has proclaimed it with iterated
emphasis. Of the Antitheses nothing need be said here,
since the whole of this volume is meant to furnish their
evidence.
I have already stated that my polemic is against the views
that Professor Huxley is supposed to hold by those whom
his expressions mislead, rather than against the views I
imagine him really to hold. I have little doubt that he
would disavow much that I am forced to combat, although
his language is naturally interpreted in that sense. But I
do not know in how far he would agree with me, and in the
following remarks I shall confine myself to what seems to be
the plain interpretation of his words, since that is the inter-
pretation which has been generally adopted, and which I
most earnestly desire to refute.
81.  To begin with this passage.   After stating the views of
Descartes, he says: "As actions of a certain degree of com-
plexity are brought about by mere mechanism, why may not
actions of still greater complexity be the result of a more refined
mechanism ?    What proof is there that brutes are other than
a superior race of marionnettes, which eat without pleasure,
cry without pain, desire nothing,  know nothing, and only
simulate intelligence as a bee simulates a mathematician ?"
What proof?   Why, in the first place, the proof which is
implied in the " more refined mechanism " required for the
greater complexity of actions.    In the next place, the proof
that the organism of the brute is very different from the
mechanism of a marionnette, and is so much more like the
organism of man, that since we know man to  eat with
pleasure and cry with pain, there is a strong presumption
that the brute eats and cries with somewhat similar feelings.
82.  Having stated the hypothesis, Professor Huxley says
he is not disposed to accept it, though he thinks it cannot be
refuted.    His chief reason for not accepting it is that the law
of continuity forbids the supposition of any complex pheno-
menon suddenly  appearing; the community between  ani-
mals and men is too close for us to admit that Consciousness
could appear in man without having its beginnings in ani-